
 

 

Passover 2020 Guidelines 

Celebrating Passover this year will undoubtedly be different than ever before. There are 

challenges that many face that will make this Passover difficult. At the same time, some of these 

challenges can be embraced as opportunities for personal growth and learning new Jewish skills. 

It is crucial that we take seriously our obligation as Jews to safeguard our lives and the lives of 

others. Stay home and save lives. 

Siyyum Bechorot 

The virtual Siyyum Bechorot will take place on Wednesday, April 8 at 8 a.m. with Dr. Jack 

Lipinsky. You can view it live on the Adath Israel YouTube Channel and the Adath Israel 

Congregation Facebook. A source sheet for the teaching will be available here  

Selling Chametz / Ma’ot Chittin 

Adath Israel is once again pleased to assist our members in the selling of their chametz. As the 

synagogue office is closed, please do not mail or fax chametz selling forms. Rather, all chametz 

sales should be completed online HERE.   

It is a mitzvah prior to Passover to provide tzedakah so that those in need can appropriately 

celebrate the holiday. This year, there is already a great need within our community. Please 

support Toronto’s vulnerable Jews by donating HERE. 

New Clothing 

Many have the custom of purchasing new clothing prior to Passover. This practice should be 

suspended. 

Burning Chametz 

The synagogue will not be hosting a chametz burning this year. You are encouraged to safely 

burn your chametz on your property. As an alternative, one may make one’s chametz inedible by 

mixing it with bleach (if safe to do so) or flushing it down the toilet. 

Chametz burning should be concluded no later than 12:13 p.m. on April 8th and is accompanied 

by the recitation of the text provided in most haggadot.  

 

Cleaning and Kashering 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMvKftvQVuNZpoCkCuwM_Sw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/adathisrael.congregation/
https://www.gifttool.com/registrar/ShowEventDetails?ID=2235&EID=28439
https://jewishtoronto.com/what-we-do/caring-for-the-vulnerable


For some, this year provides more time than usual to clean and kasher. Others have considerably 

less time to prepare. Some rely on family, friends, or caregivers who this year are unable to 

support them in Passover preparation. 

Please remember that only areas of the home that are likely to contain chametz must be cleaned.  

Those who will be unable to access Kosher for Passover kitchenware and who are unable to 

kasher existing kitchenware should contact the rabbi of their choice for guidance. 

Food 

Since everyone should avoid leaving their homes to minimize human contact to the extent 

possible, this is not the year to go from store to store searching for all the ingredients for a 

favourite Passover dish. Indeed, it is forbidden to do so. This must be a year of simplicity.  

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs and COR have assured the community that the usual 

supply of Kosher for Passover food will be available. There is no need to hoard. Buying only 

what you need will ensure that everyone will have what they need to celebrate the holiday. 

Adath Israel is pleased to welcome back Two13 Kosher Food Design as our exclusive Pesach 

caterer. Please support the shul by ordering your Pesach prepared foods from them. Click HERE 

for more information. Orders are due by Tuesday, March 31. 

For those who may struggle to acquire Kosher for Passover provisions, leniencies, especially 

with respect to kitniyot, are appropriate. Please contact the rabbi of your choice for guidance.  

Information about Kashering and Kosher for Pesach food is available at 

www.cor.ca www.rabbinicalassembly.org 

Seders 

As President and Immediate Past President, Rabbis Seed and Cutler affirm the statement of the 

Toronto Board of Rabbis:  

Passover Seders should only be celebrated with the members of one’s immediate 

household. To be clear, especially since those over the age of 65 are at increased risk of 

death from COVID-19, seniors in our community should prioritize taking care of 

their health over family celebrations for the duration of this crisis, even if that means 

not spending seder night together with the family. We understand that this will be a 

heartbreaking reality and a major disruption for many…. 

To paraphrase the Talmud: Better we should have one less-than-ideal Passover, so that 

we can celebrate many Passovers in the future. (Yoma 85b) 

https://www.adathisrael.com/plan-an-event/pesach-2020/
http://www.cor.ca/
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/


To support the many people who will be hosting seders for the first time, Rabbis Cutler and Seed 

will be hosting online sessions. Stay tuned for more information shortly. We will also be 

distributing a list of online resources, including downloadable haggadot, to help you prepare. 

Please reach out to those individuals – family, friends, or acquaintances – who are isolated. This 

is especially needed around Jewish holidays, when isolated individuals are even more prone to 

loneliness and depression. Though the building itself is closed, the Adath Israel clergy, staff, and 

volunteers remain as busy as ever reaching out to our community. Please let us know if there is 

someone who may require extra support at this trying time.  

Chag Kasher v’Sameach – May we and our families have a meaningful Pesach! 


