
Sion Celebrates the 100th Birthday of a Special Rabbi 
 
Lucy Thorson nds lives in Toronto. She is involved in interreligious relations: (CJDT) Jewish 
Christian Dialogue of Toronto, (R&E) Relations and Encounter Team for Canada/USA. She helps 
coordinate the Congregational team for “Migrating our Sion Charism”. Is involved in her parish. 
Once upon a time, there was/is a very wise Rabbi. 
 
The name of this wise rabbi is Rabbi Irwin Schild who recently celebrated on June 7, 2020, his 100th 
birthday in Toronto - it was ta great joy for the sisters of Sion in Toronto (Lucy, Marge, Jocelyn) to be 
part of this special celebration. 
 
Due to COVID-19, the celebration took place in the form of a procession of cars (almost 100 cars!) that 
passed by the home of Rabbi Schild who was sitting in a chair on the front lawn, waving and greeting the 
passengers in each car. 
 
Let me share with you a bit of Rabbi Schild’s incredible “story”. 
 
Rabbi Schild was born in 1920 in Cologne Germany in a wonderful loving Jewish family. With an older 
brother and younger sister, he was raised by parents who taught him ethical values and personal 
responsibility. After finishing high school, he studied at the Jewish Seminary in Wuerzburg, in southern 
Germany. He survived the “Kristallnacht” in November 1938 and at the age of 18, he was imprisoned 
and incarcerated in the notorious Dachau Concentration Camp in Germany. In 1942 he was liberated to 
continue studies in Toronto, Canada at the Yeshiva Torath Chaim and at the University of Toronto. 
 
In his own words, Rabbi Schild says: “My years of travel were now over. In retrospect, my adversities 
were part of my education. Persecution, prison, concentration camp, poverty, destitution and hardship 
matured me. My experiences gave me new insights into the human capacity for good and evil, 
endurance and despair, and a deep appreciation of freedom and justice.” 
 
Rabbi Schild served as the leading Rabbi of the Adath Israel Congregation in Toronto for 42 years. In 
1989 he accepted the honorific title of Rabbi Emeritus. 
 
Rabbi Schild continues to this day to serve as Rabbi Emeritus of Adath Israel. In his own words, Rabbi 
Schild shared: “Some Rabbis enjoy retirement by moving to Israel or to Florida. That was not my choice. 
My home remains in Toronto where I did my work, where my wife, Laura, of blessed memory, and I 
founded our family, where our children, with many of our grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, live, and where I can live, and where I can enjoy my Congregation and, if I wish, 
worry about it! Retirement relieves me of responsibility, but it deprives me of authority as well. 
 
I still have some influence at 100 years and I will occasionally use it. I feel I still belong to the 
Congregation.” At 100 years old, Rabbi Schild also noted: “ Old age is not for the faint of heart. Now that 
I am 100 years old, I feel that expression in my bones.” 
 
Rabbi Schild was one of the founding members of the CJDT (Christian Jewish Dialogue of Toronto) and 
he has been a long-time friend of the Sisters of Our Lady of Sion. 
 
We, as Sisters of Sion, are so blessed to be part of Rabbi Schild’s life story and as he shared with me 
recently, when speaking about refugees in Canada who are seeking their new home or finding their 
place within it, “I hold fast to the WISDOM I have clutched to so tightly that it has become compressed 
and pure and certain like a diamond in my hand: GOODNESS will prevail, as we 
search for the right way together.” 


