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Adath Israel Updated COVID-19 and Wellness Policy
November 15, 2022

On November 14, 2022, Dr. Kieran Moore, Ontario’s chief medical officer of health made an 
announcement strongly recommending masking in indoor settings in Ontario.  This is due to a 
surge in pediatric patients suffering from three respiratory viruses now circulating – the flu, RSV and 
COVID-19.   Adath Israel Congregation strongly recommends masking when possible, indoors.  

Adath Israel follows the guidance of Toronto Public Health for businesses and organizations as well as 
guidance specific for faith-based organizations.

First and foremost, Adath Israel encourages all its members and visitors to be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.  

On November 27th we will be hosting our 4th vaccination clinic.  This pop-up clinic will be operating 
from 9am-1pm.  Toronto Public Health will have the newest Moderna and Pfizer bivalent vaccines 
and boosters along with flu shots.  No appointments necessary, just drop in and roll up your sleeve. 

At the present time, Adath Israel will not be instituting a mandatory mask requirement.  We continue 
to follow the advice of Public Health.  Our COVID-19 and wellness policy follow the recommended 
layered approach: Encouraging and providing vaccination against COVID-19 and the flu, ensure those 
who are ill stay home when sick, encourage good hand hygiene, maintain well ventilated meeting 
spaces, provide space to allow for social distancing, and strongly recommend the use of masks 
when possible.

Our community is blessed with a large and beautiful Main Sanctuary and will continue to hold most 
services there. The balcony will be reserved for only individuals wearing masks.

The flu and RSV are heavy droplet and surface based and are causing the most strain on our 
hospitals.  As such we will be asking people to use hand sanitizer frequently when in the building and 
our maintenance staff will increase the frequency in cleaning and disinfecting high contact surfaces.  

As we have done throughout the pandemic, we will institute the guidance provided from public 
health organizations as well as apply Jewish teachings with respect to individual and public health.
 

Shaul Dwosh
President, Adath Israel Congregation


